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Question Time: Comparing storms 


How did this storm stack up to the past? 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune night editor 


[Editor’s note: To participate in future queries, keep an eye on our Twitter 


and Facebook accounts. | 


Jan. 5’s massive winter storm was declared by the National Weather Service 
in Indianapolis as the second snowiest day on record. As most people were 
trapped inside that day and for several days after, it gave us time to reflect 
on previous winter storms we had lived through. So, we wanted to know: 
“How, specifically, does this winter storm compare to others you’ve 


experienced?” 

Your answers 

“Winter ‘78 [I] got snowed in my car. [We] didn’t have cell phones then. If 
the steam from my breath wasn’t on the window no one would [have] known 


I was there.” — Karen Olds 


“There was one around ‘98 or ‘99 that was big, especially the winds. We had 


drifts to our roof! Other than that, this has been the biggest for a while. My 
youngest, is almost 18, and I think this is only the second big one he has 


experienced!” — Melissa Copp 


“We knew how bad this one was going to be, thanks to the media. [The] one 
in’ 78 caught us off-guard. Then again, we were 26 then, now we’re just a 


few years older.” — Dorena Vores Taylor 


“Don’t remember the others being so cold! Maybe I was younger and just 


didn’t care!” — Kristen Swannon 


“[In] the blizzard of ‘93 (I was in New Jersey) we got 39 inches of snow and 
it was thundering and lightning. But this is the WORST COLD I have ever 
experienced. That being said, I’m very grateful this was not an ice storm. 


Those by far are the most devastating.” — Annette Rockhill 


Our answers 


“On Oct. 31, 1991, Iowa was encased in an inch of ice. It wrapped around 

the power lines, dragging them to Earth and cutting off the juice to 80,000 
homes. People had to chisel their way out of their house, and if they dared, 
into their cars. I remember on day two, I strapped my ice skates to my feet 


and skated down the long driveway to the gravel road out front, cutting 


slow circles as I pictured myself on the Olympic ice. Though we heated our 
house with wood, electricity was needed to make the blower circulate the 

heat through the house. It was mighty cold. It took a week for the power to 
return. This is my barometer for what is possible from a winter storm, and 


this one does not compare.” — Jill Bond 


“No comparison: The 1978 blizzard takes the cake. The drifts were up to 
our roof and we had to tunnel out our back door. I was 14 years old. I 
remember we made an igloo in the front and back yards. One had three 
separate rooms; it was huge. I believe Western High School was cancelled 
for a whole week. The snow and winds came all at once and lasted more 


than two days.” — Mike Fletcher 


“The winter storm in ‘97 was a lot worse for my family. I remember our 
power going out and being stuck for three days. The only heat was from the 
fireplace and my dad made eggs over tea lights. At least this storm, we were 
lucky. We didn’t lose power and were only snowed in for a day-and-a-half.” 


— Amanda Wash 


“T don’t ever remember a heavy storm accompanied by such low 
temperatures. Both are pretty rare in Central Indiana. I’ve lived here 14 
years and I’ve only had to shovel a foot of snow two or three times that I can 


recall, which puts this among the biggest. Also, I can only think of two times 


in the last 25 years where I’ve experienced temperatures in the minus-10s, 
making this one a lot tougher to deal with. However, nothing compares to 


1978.” — Pedro Velazco 


“T was five years away from being born in 1978, so I obviously don’t 
remember that one. However, I do remember the blizzard we had in 1999 
when I was in high school, which was pretty bad. That was probably the 
worst winter weather I had experienced until we had the ice storms here in 
2011. After that one I had a mass of ice on the front windshield which I 
couldn’t break through for anything. Then, one day after it had warmed up a 
bit, a gust of wind dislodged it as I was driving home from work. The huge 
frozen mass flipped over the top of my car and crashed to the ground 
behind me, taking one of my windshield wipers with it. The driver who 
tailgating me probably just about had a heart attack as they slammed on 
their brakes. Luckily, no one was injured. But back to the question at hand, 
I think the bitter cold and winds along with the snow accumulation made 
this one among the harshest winter storms I have ever been through. Also, 
this was the first winter storm which caused me to lose power at my home. 
(It was only for about an hour, and the whole time my wife and I were 
shivering under the covers even though once the power came back we saw 
it had only fallen to 67 F inside.) I know my giant 23-year-old Ford F-150 
truck hated the -15 F (!) temps just about as much as I did.” — Rob 


Burgess 


Rob Burgess, Tribune night editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 
via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


